
mechanism of labor. Dr. Murphy's hook, if not large, demands se-

rious slttdv, and with this will accomplish much to advance midwifery
knowledge.
The remaining lectures are on the practical application of the prin-

ciples so admirably pointed out in the first. The author has omitted no-

thing which is really useful in midwifery practice, and we were glad to
find he would teach so humble an office as making a bed. W. C.
Boston, November, 1846.

ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY IN BOSTON.
To the Editor of tho Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Sir,—I have noticed in your paper an advertisement of Drs. Brown, of
this city, for the cure of deformities; and, unsolicited, I wish to say a

few words concerning the very great advantages which Dr. Buckminster
Brown has enjoyed in his studies in Europe. Having been received
with the greatest favor by Dr. Little, the founder of the Royal Ort!:c-
pedic Hospital, he was enabled to pursue his studies there under aus-

pices such as few can ever enjoy. Constantly either at the house or at
the institution of Dr. Little, he became thoroughly acquainted with all
the operations and practices made use of by hint, in the cure of de-
formities. Having finished his studies in England, he was received as a

friend by MM. Guerin and Bouvier, ihe most distinguished orthopedists
in Paris, both of whom are directors of large establishments. Thence he
went to Germany, and was received in the kindest manner by Stromeyer,
who was the original proposer of the new method of curing deformities.
Having during his studies seen from one to two hundred patients daily,
and having enjoyed the friendship and confidence of the most distin-
guished orthopedists in Europe, Dr. Brown has returned fully prepared
for his profession, more fully indeed than it is possible for any one to be
who has not enjoyed so great advantages.
Dr. J. B. Brown has for many years conducted, with singular suc-

cess, an institution on the plan of those in Europe. He has now the
assistance of his son, thoroughly aquainted with every branch of his pro-
fession, and especially with all the modern improvements in orthopedy.
They have a complete set of apparatus, and an institution fitted for the
purpose, with every convenience lor exercise or repose. For the rich
there is every comfort which could be found at home ; for the poor, the
most skilful treatment, and a gratuitous cure. J.
Boston, November, 1846.

BLEEDING FROM THE NAVEL.
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Sir,—In reading Dr. Dewees's treatise on the Diseases of Children, on
he 331st page is found the history of a case of bleeding from the navel,
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which fell under his care, which was by him successfully treated, but
which, after detecting the source of bleeding, was nothing more or bet-
ter than the merest tyro could, and almost certainly would, understand.
And with all my veneration for that man, I think he has never seen, or
has totally neglected to notice, the accident in some of its worst forms,
in which it has, and sometimes does, take place ; and although such
cases (in country practice especially), like angels' visits, are few and far
between, yet a correct plan of treatment is all-important, and if the case
and treatment, which I am now about to communicate, as falling under
my own observation, does not interest all of your numerous readers, per-
haps it may some of them.
On the •29th of January, 1836, I was called to attend Mrs. D., then

in labor, which proved favorable, and she was soon delivered of a fine
healthy female child ; although rather small, it did perfectly well until
February 1st, when I was called upon, and found it with a profuse he-
morrhage from the navel, which seemed to proceed from the line of sepa-
ration between the shrivelling cord and the navel. 1 thought that astrin-
gents might be of use, and I had recourse to a strong infusion of the nut-
gall, solution of alum, acetate of lead, &c, and that I might keep it in
close contact with the part I put cotton wicking around the cord some
small distance out upon the abdomen, antl I used as much pressure as I
thought could well be borne. This seemed for a time to arrest the bleed-
ing, but it would again return, seemingly with redoubled violence, and
wdien I saw that all my feeble efforts were unavailing, and my little pa-
tient fast sinking, I had recourse to the following plan of treatment. I
took a thin strip of gum elastic, stretching it very thin, and then took
the cord between my thumb and fingers, and drew the navel so far out
that I wound the gum elastic three or four times around it, and then tied
a thread over the whole, by which means the bleeding was immediately
and entirely arrested, and I had the satisfaction to see my little patient
regain a good degree of health, which it retained until somewhat more
than one year old, when it died of croup. Perhaps it may be said that
the gum elastic might have been removed sooner than in four or five days ;
but as it seemed not to occasion any inconvenience, 1 thought I would
let well enough alone. 1 preferred the gum elastic on account of its
softness, elasticity and adhesive qualities. What gave rise to the bleed-
ing I could not tell, but think it must have been from some rough hand-
ling which broke the feeble attachment which then existed between the
shrinking cord and the navel. Daniel Huntington.
Rochester, Vt., November 2, 1846.

HOM\l=OE\OPATHY IN EUROPE.
[Communicated lor the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Unlike other new theories in medicine, homoeopath}' has not darkened
the world with a hoard of senseless and illiterate charlatans ; but on the
contrary homoeopathic physicians are generally from among the well-edit-
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